Sociology

Teacher: Ms. Rice
Room: 701
E-mail: amcdowell@alpinedistrict.org
Phone: 801-610-8810 ext. 701

Course Description: Sociology is the study of society or human groups. In order to understand society, we must be able to shift from one perspective to another and to see the world through the eyes of others. The study of sociology helps us make connections between human behavior and society. It helps us understand the processes that have shaped the features we observe around us today, as well as the ways those features may be different tomorrow. This course will explore the way social interaction influences personality development, adolescence and deviant behavior in society.

Texts and Instructional Materials: 
-Holt McDougal: Sociology: The Study of Human Relationships 
-Additional readings, internet and video as time permits.

Objectives: 
1. Learn and practice academic skills: reading, writing, note-taking, speaking, researching, organizing information, presenting information, test-taking and group collaboration. 
2. Learn and develop work habits: studying, coming prepared to class, participation, being on time and self-regulated student behavior. 
3. Work with others in the classroom to create a safe and positive learning environment.
4. Understand Sociology as a specific academic discipline. 
5. Understand the nature of culture and social structure. 
6. Understand the roles and expectations of individuals in society. 
7. Explore the processes involved in social control.

		Classroom Policies
School wide policies regarding attendance, tardies and dress code will be enforced. Please check the school handbook to become more familiar with these.

		Grading
		A 	94% -100%		C+	79%-77%		D-	62%-60%
		A- 	93%-90%		C	76%-73%		F	59%-Below
		B+	 89%-87%		C-	72%-70%
		B 	86%-83%		D+	69%-67%
		B- 	82%-80%		D	66%-63%

Grading Procedures 
Students are graded in several areas; however, assessments will make up the bulk of student’s grades.  These assessments can be formal or informal, formative or summative.  The goal of the classroom is to have students reach mastery in the content area, and assessments are the way to determine whether or not this is happening.  Homework, writing assignments, and projects will also be added to the mix.  A combination of all of these scores will make up your student’s final grades.  

Grading Categories and Weighting: 
Tests: 30%
Quizzes/Bell Starters: 10%
Participation: 10%
Projects: 20%
Assignments: 30%

Late Work Policy: 
Students are expected to complete the assignments by the assigned due dates. If the student is missing class due to a school excused absence, it is their responsibility to come before that class and get classwork assignments, or turn work in. Late work will be accepted for 5 days after the assignment was due, with 5% being docked each day late. Absent work is due within 7 school days of the absence. 
Test Correction Policy: 
My goal is for my students to learn from their mistakes and progress, so I allow students to make test corrections to raise their exam score. The student will need to take the graded home test and proceed to look up the correct answer for each question they missed and write an explanation about what the correct answer is and why. The students’ will receive a ½ point back for each question they missed. This needs to be completed within one academic week from receiving the test back.
Movies: 
We will watch a few movie clips that relate to our study of Sociology throughout the year. Various school appropriate clips will also be shown. If you have problems with your student participating, please indicate below your signature. Alternative assignments will be provided for students who do not participate in viewing of the films. 
Sensitive Topics: 
In this class, we will be following the curriculum as laid out in the textbook, some of the information covered are topics which can be controversial. The design of this course is to allow students to learn about Sociology and apply it to current events/topics. Such topics include social inequalities, race, gender, love, dating, family, and others. If you have any questions/concerns about topics covered, please notate below your signature and we will set up alternative activities for your student. 			 -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------               I have read and understand the Sociology course requirements for Ms. Rice’s class. I agree to abide by the procedures and meet the expectations of this course. Please sign, date, and return this page to Ms. Rice. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Student Name Printed:							
Student Signature:									Date:
Parent Signature:									Date:  
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